Performance of six cell lines in the suspension-infection test used for the detection of herpes simplex virus.
Six cell lines were assessed in the suspension-infection (SI) test for suitability for the rapid culture of herpes simplex virus (HSV). For the SI test, the specimen was combined in growth medium with trypsinized, suspended culture cells before allowing the cells to settle into a monolayer growth pattern. The cells tested in the SI assay were MV1-Lu, vero C1008, BSC-1, RD, and MRC-9 cells. Fifty clinical specimens composed of 7 HSV-1-positive samples, 9 HSV-2-positive samples, 12 positive for HSV (not typed), and 22 HSV-negative samples were tested. For the detection of HSV in clinical specimens, MV1Lu cells were most sensitive and demonstrated large, darkly stained foci of virus infection.